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ABSTRACT
Background: Gains achieved in reducing the burden of malaria and advancing its elimination 
are now threatened by the independent emergence and local spread of artemisinin-resistant 
parasites in East Africa. Protecting the efficacy of the current first-line malaria treatments, all of 
which are artemisinin-based, is now a top public health priority. 

Objective: The Mitigating Antimalarial Resistance Consortium for South-East Africa (MARC 
SE-Africa) is designed to promote the translation of evidence of artemisinin and partner drug 
resistance of public health significance into policy and practice. 

Methods: MARC SE-Africa brings together clinical researchers with experience in implementation 
research, experts in malaria chemotherapy and health policy, national malaria programmes and 
end users. Together we will improve estimates of antimalarial drug resistance and co-design 
a costed, Regional Detailed Action Plan to respond promptly to emerging antimalarial drug 
resistance. Dynamically-updated, evidence-based malaria treatment guidelines and graphic 
evidence summaries using MAGICapp will be developed, disseminated and evaluated. 

Expected results: Predictive maps will better define antimalarial drug resistance for all eighteen 
South-East African malaria-endemic countries. We will expedite evidence sharing on antimalarial 
drug resistance with policy makers in at least eight countries. We will help at least four countries 
respond promptly and effectively to these results. We will facilitate the use of evidence on 
antimalarial resistance to inform better malaria treatment policies and will evaluate their uptake 
into clinical practice by primary healthcare workers in at least two countries. This will provide an 
evidencebased, reproducible model to mitigate the threat of antimalarial drug resistance and 
ensure sustained effective malaria treatment, including for the vulnerable communities that bear 
a disproportionately high burden of malaria and its sub-optimal treatment.
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DURATION 
48 months (01/04/2023 – 31/03/2027) 

PROJECT FUNDING 
4,170,631.25 EUR  

COORDINATOR 
Prof Karen Barnes 
University of Cape Town (UCT) 
Phone: +27 21 4066294 | Email: karen.barnes@uct.ac.za  

PARTNERS 
• Stichting Amsterdam Institute for Global Health and Development (AIGHD),

the Netherlands
• Karolinska Institutet (KI), Sweden
• Stiftelsen Magic Evidence Ecosystem (MAGIC), Norway
• The Chancellor, Masters and Scholars of the University of Oxford (UOXF), the UK
• University of Rwanda (UR), Rwanda
• LINQ Management GmbH (LINQ), Germany
• Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM), the UK
• Infectious Diseases Research Collaboration Ltd by Guarantee (IDRC), Uganda
• University of Melbourne (UOM), Australia

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
Britta Theobald-Loeffler 
LINQ management GmbH 
Phone: +49 (0)153 08301195 | Email: b.theobald-loeffler@linq-management.com 

PROJECT WEBSITE 
www.marcse-africa.org

The project is supported by the Global Health 
EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking and its members.
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